FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[Date]

For more information, contact: [name and phone number of local organizer]

LOCAL STUDENTS TACKLING CANCER THROUGH ATHLETIC EVENTS

Students at [school name] are joining other students from across the state in the fight against cancer.  They are participating in Win-Win Week, a statewide initiative aimed at preventing cancer and raising funds to support Oklahoma cancer patients.


The goal of Win-Win Week is to use every high school athletic event during the week of Sept. 12 through 16 [insert information here if your school is using other dates] as a way of heightening cancer awareness.  Win-Win Week is a program coordinated by the Peggy and Charles Stephenson Oklahoma Cancer Center (formerly the OU Cancer Institute) and the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association.  OSSAA will present a state championship trophy to a school in each classification that has the most effective program.

This is the second year for the Win-Win Week program.  In 2010, 98 schools officially participated, and students raised more than $130,000 to provide important support programs for Oklahoma cancer patients.

“Every community in Oklahoma has been affected by cancer.  We were encouraged by last year’s results and are excited to encourage our state’s young people to again take part in the fight against cancer,” said Robert S. Mannel, M.D., director of the Cancer Center.  “We are looking forward to seeing firsthand the creative ways that students will communicate this important information to their schools and communities.”

Helping reduce the burden of cancer in Oklahoma, which kills 7,500 Oklahomans every year, is important, local students say.


[Insert quote from student leader about why they are participating.]

Win-Win Week is a service-learning program that engages student leaders from a variety of student groups, including the [high school name] [list student leadership groups here].


Approximately half of all cancer deaths can be prevented by not using tobacco, eating a more healthy diet and exercising regularly, according to Mannel.  Local students will be working to share information about preventing cancer through awareness events that include [insert your activities here – include time, date, location, cost, etc.].  

Funds raised during Win-Win Week will stay in Oklahoma to provide important support programs for patients treated at the Peggy and Charles Stephenson Oklahoma Cancer Center, said Mannel.  To raise funds, students will [include your activities here – include time, date, location, cost, etc.].

“We treat patients from every county in Oklahoma, and many require a wide range of support services,” Mannel said.  “Funds raised by our students will go a long way to provide services to patients and their families as they fight this disease.”


Established after the Oklahoma Legislature in 2001 called on the University of Oklahoma to assume statewide leadership in cancer prevention, research, treatment and education, the Cancer Center is working toward National Cancer Institute designation as a “comprehensive cancer center,” the gold standard of cancer research and treatment.


Approximately 100 Ph.D.-level researchers are working to develop better treatment options for cancer, and the Cancer Center represents one of the largest oncology physician groups in the state.  A new, 210,000 square-foot clinical facility opened in Oklahoma City in July at the OU Health Sciences Center.


For more information regarding Win-Win Week, visit www.OKStudentsCare.org.  For more information regarding the Peggy and Charles Stephenson Oklahoma Cancer Center, visit www.OklahomaCancerCenter.org.
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